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the event of Burma's separation from India ; nor could
they make up their mind on the question of separation. To
them it was a matter of striking a better bargain, of securing
a more liberal Constitution than that outlined by the Prime
Minister. In the general election the anti-separationists
won, but they were not in a mood to agree to enter the
proposed Indian Federation without their " right to secede/'
although the delegates to the Burma Round Table Conference
had been warned by the Prime Minister that " members of
an Indian Federation could not leave it as and when they
chose/' The Indian leaders of the Assembly, however,
assured the anti-separationists of their right of secession " on
terms acceptable to the Federation " !

The Burmese opposition to the severance of political
connection with India came to the Government as a surprise.
The Burmese delegates, both at the first Indian Round Table
Conference and also at the Burma Round Table Conference,
appeared to have accepted the principle of separation, and
the Burmese Constitution was framed as a " Constitution
for a separated Burma/' The issue, however, remained
undecided at the end of the Burma Round Table Conference,
but the matter was left to the Joint Select Committee. The
Secretary of State for India submitted to the Committee a
full memorandum, setting out in detail proposals for a
possible constitutional reform in Burma, if Burma was not
to be included in the Indian Federal Scheme. We shall
refer to the decision of the Joint Select Committee on this
point in a succeeding chapter.
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